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Trump’s Push to Control Mail Voting Raises
Serious Constitutional Concerns

In a move that cuts to the core of American democracy, Donald Trump on March 31, 2026
has signed an executive order attempting to reshape how Americans vote, despite lacking
clear constitutional authority to do so. Framed as an effort to prevent fraud, the order
instead raises urgent questions about federal overreach, voter access, and the integrity of
the electoral system itself.

Mr. Trump’s latest order attempts to harness the U.S. Postal Service to control who
gets access to mail ballots.

The order seeks to create a national “citizenship list” using federal databases, including
Social Security and naturalization records, to determine who is eligible to vote. It directs
federal agencies to share this list with state election officials and instructs the U.S.
Postal Service to withhold mail-in ballots from anyone not included. It also prioritizes
prosecution of election officials who provide ballots to individuals deemed ineligible.

At its core, this effort attempts to insert the federal governmentinto a process the
Constitution largely reserves for the states. The “time, place, and manner” of elections are
primarily determined at the state level, with Congress, not the executive branch, granted
authority to regulate them. Legal experts across the political spectrum have already
guestioned the order’s validity, and several states are preparing to challenge it in court.

The justification for these sweeping changes rests on claims of widespread voter fraud,
particularly tied to mail-in voting. But those claims have been repeatedly investigated and
consistently disproven. Election data shows that voter fraud in the United States is
exceedingly rare, and no credible evidence supports allegations of large-scale abuse of
mail ballots.

Beyond its legal weaknesses, the proposal presents serious practical problems. Election
officials warn that any national voter database would quickly become outdated and error-
prone, as voter information constantly changes due to moves, deaths, and new
registrations. Errors in such a system could result in eligible voters being wrongly excluded,
effectively disenfranchising thousands.

Even more telling is the lack of broad support for such measures. Efforts to obtain
comprehensive voter data from states have largely failed, with many, including some
Republican-led states, resisting federal requests. This underscores a bipartisan concern
about federal intrusion into state-run elections.



Ultimately, this executive order is less about election security and more about control. It
risks undermining confidence in elections while creating new barriers to participation.

Conclusion

This is a defining moment for voting rights in America. Efforts to centralize control over
elections, especially based on unproven claims, should concern every voter,
regardless of party.

The strength of American democracy depends on fair access, transparent systems, and
respect for constitutional boundaries. Policies that erode those principles must be
challenged through the courts, through public discourse, and ultimately at the ballot box.

Call for Action

Register to Vote, also Vote by Mail, and with family and friends, VOTE on Election Day
for candidates and proposals of the Democratic Party.

Click: https://collierdems.org/voting/
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