
Benefits of a Universal Single-Payer Health System
Democrats Are Fighting to Make Healthcare Accessible and Affordable For All

The health insurance system in the United States is complex. Navigating it is a daunting task. Yet each year,
millions of Americans must actively participate in their health insurance options. Whether it be during the open
enrollment period or needing to know if a specific procedure is covered by their existing insurance plan. It’s a
big ask from a health insurance system that is confusing, stressful, and time-consuming.

Creating a universal single-payer health system could alleviate these burdens and provide many
benefits for individuals and families. Here are a few benefits available in a single-payer system:

1. No More Open Enrollment periods
● What does that mean? Continuous health insurance coverage without participating in the process.

Anyone could access health services as needed without worrying about missing enrollment deadlines
or following complex rules for coverage

● Impact: Countries like Canada and the United Kingdom use single-payer systems that have no annual
enrollment period. Healthcare is available year-round and individuals receive timely care without the
administrative hurdles

2. Simplified Administration:
● What does that mean? Continuous health insurance coverage without participating in the process.

Streamlines the application process and reduces paperwork for both the insurer and the individuals
needing coverage

● Impact: The US could save billions of dollars in costs by taking resources currently used to administer
health care and move them toward patient care, according to a report by the Commonwealth Fund

3. Across-the-Board Coverage
● What does that mean? Creates uniform coverage policies by eliminating the patients need to verify

coverage and simplifies the pre-authorization process. No more worrying about unexpected
out-of-pocket expenses that place a financial burden on patients who may forgo healthcare due to high
costs

● Impact: Greater peace of mind for patients and healthcare providers looking for a simplified system with
one set of rules and a single point of contact for coverage decisions

All Americans deserve access to a simple and comprehensive healthcare system that is focused on patient
care and not cost or administrative procedures. The single payer system would lead to improved health,
greater financial security and a more equitable healthcare system for all Americans.
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