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Affordable housing remains a serious and growing issue in Collier County for our essential workers -
first responders, healthcare workers, teachers, hospitality and service workers, government workers,

etc. can not afford to live here.

● About 53,000 Collier County workers travel to work daily from outside Collier County, with nearly
30% commuting from the East Coast to their jobs via I-75 and US 41 because they simply cannot
afford to live here.

● Almost 60% of Collier County jobs pay less than $45,000, while median monthly rent is
$2230/month ($26,760 annualized), well above the recommended 30% of income dedicated to
housing, including insurance and utilities.

● Collier County currently has a shortage of almost 50,000 affordable workforce housing units. As of
November 2023, only 3891 affordable workforce housing units have been approved with many still not
under construction.

● The 1992 Sadowski Trust Fund created a dedicated fund for affordable housing. Over that timeframe, it
has generated almost $3Billion; yet, since 2002 administrations have swept those dollars into the
General Fund for other projects!

● Last year state lawmakers finally acknowledged the need for localized workforce housing and stopped
raiding the Sadowski fund. The Fund currently has more than $380MM for statewide affordable
housing.

● The Board of Collier County Commissioners are finally addressing this very serious need. About
2250 acres have been purchased in Immokalee, but funding and planning are yet to be initiated.
Another site sponsored by McDowell Housing Partners, is also slowly moving forward, but would only
create 160 units.

● While important, these efforts barely scratch the surface for the large shortage of 1,000’s of units.
Funds are available and the Board of Collier County Commissioners needs to act more quickly
and boldly to address the urgent need for our essential workers.
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